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Oceano Advisory Council Bylaws 
 

 

ARTICLE I: Name of Organization 

 

The name of the organization is the Oceano Advisory Council (hereafter the “OAC” or 

“Council”). 

 

ARTICLE II: Form of Organization 

 

1. The Council is formulated under procedures provided by the San Luis Obispo (“SLO”) 

County Board of Supervisors. The Bylaws of the OAC were amended on November 19, 

2007, to comply with the additional adopted rules of San Luis Obispo County Board of 

Supervisors and the Grand Jury’s Resolution identified as 96-485. The Bylaws were 

further amended on December 20, 2010, in order to accurately reflect monthly 

procedures. The Bylaws were amended again on June 19, 2019, to incorporate the 

minimum bylaw requirements found in Attachment B of the Annual Reporting and 

Formation Guidelines for Community Advisory Councils (SLO County). 

 

2. A copy of the Bylaws of the Council will be available to the public on the OAC website, 

www.oceanoadvisorycouncil.org, and at the Oceano library. 

 

ARTICLE III: Purposes of Council 

 

The purposes of the OAC are as follows: 

 

1. To develop and maintain community involvement in the promotion of sound, 

comprehensive planning and development in the greater Oceano area (“Oceano”), 

defined as the Oceano Community Services District Service Area and Sphere of 

Influence, as adopted by the Local Area Formation Commission, lying within San Luis 

Obispo County. Within this area, it is the OAC’s obligation to submit comments on 

planning projects to the SLO County Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, and 

Department of Planning and Building. If a project located outside the boundaries 

described in this Article would affect the Oceano community, the OAC will also have the 

prerogative to comment on such project. The OAC is advisory only and not a formal 

approval body.  

  

2. To hold public meetings and conduct surveys or studies; to provide for and facilitate 

public education and awareness of planning and community development issues.  

  

3. To advocate and lobby for the Oceano community; to promote equitable community 

representation and inclusion of the public in community issues; to provide a two-way 

channel for communications between the community and County elected officials and 

public agencies.  
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4. To build a sense of community and civic involvement; to provide a civic forum for open 

and civil discussion of public issues affecting the community. 

  

ARTICLE IV: Members 

 

1. It is the intent of the OAC to consist of a broad cross section membership of the 

community of Oceano. There are three categories of membership which consist of the 

following:  

 

a) Organizational membership on the Council will consist of one primary delegate 

and an alternate from any organization based within Oceano boundaries (as 

defined in Article III, section 1) willing to provide a service or promote an interest 

in the community.  

  

i) For the purposes of this Article IV, an organization is defined as a group 

of individuals of no less than four in number which meets on a regular 

basis, not less than quarterly, elects officers, and maintains formal meeting 

minutes. Upon the Council’s request, any organization seeking 

membership must provide substantiation of these requirements.  

 

ii) An organizational member should designate an alternate who is expected 

to attend meetings when the primary delegate is unavailable. 

 

b) At-Large membership will consist of individual representatives from Oceano. An 

At-Large member will serve a term concurrent with those established for council 

officers as described in Article V. At any given time, there will be no more than 

four (4) At-Large members.  

 

c)  Special membership can include a representative from an organization based 

outside Oceano which provides a service or promotes an interest in the 

community. A Special member will serve a term concurrent with those 

established for council officers as described in Article V. At any given time, there 

will be no more than two (2) Special members.  

 

2. At any public meeting of the OAC, new members or alternates may be added. New 

members can be added (1) upon the written request of the governing body of an 

organization desiring to participate on the Council, or (2) if an individual person, by 

submitting a letter of interest. New members will be elected by a majority of votes from a 

quorum of existing members. Newly elected members under this section 2 will assume 

responsibilities immediately.  

 

3. All members are encouraged to attend County and local workshops for training purposes 

which involve community development, or any other class which would relate to the 

duties or responsibilities of the members in general. All new members will be provided 

with a current copy of the Bylaws, a copy of the current Community Advisory Council 
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handbook, and Rosenberg’s Rules of Order, and must make best efforts to attend the 

County training for Community Advisory Councils within the first year of membership. 

 

4. The OAC will not consist of more than 9 members nor less than 5 members at any given 

time.   

 

5.  In the event (a) a Council member consistently fails to attend OAC meetings, or (b) a 

Council member is not fulfilling the responsibilities of the office as described in the OAC 

Bylaws, or (c) a Council member engages in conduct clearly injurious to the Council or 

its purposes, the OAC may conduct a vote and declare her/his office or seat vacant, by a 

two-thirds (2/3) majority of the voting members present.  

 

ARTICLE V: Officers 

 

1. The OAC will hold an annual public meeting in May of each year at which time the 

officers of the Council will be elected.  

 

2. Newly elected officers will assume office immediately following the meeting at which 

they are elected. 

 

3. Officers of the Council will consist of a: Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, and 

Treasurer.  

 

4. Vacated offices will be filled by a vote of a majority of a quorum of the OAC. All 

officers will assume their respective duties immediately and will serve until the next 

annual public meeting as described in Article V, section 1. 

 

5. The term of office will begin on the date that the specific officer was elected to the 

position, and will expire at the next annual public meeting as indicated in Article V, 

section I. 

 

ARTICLE VI: Committees 

 

1. The OAC will appoint committees as needed by a majority vote. 

 

2. Committees will make recommendations and submit them to the OAC. 

 

3. A committee has no authority to take action on its own. 

 

ARTICLE VII: Meetings 

 

1. Meetings will normally be held on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. on a 

regular basis, unless circumstances dictate otherwise. 
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2. The OAC will prepare an agenda and will publicly make notice of the agenda for each 

meeting. Notice will be provided as indicated in this document under Article VII, section 

3. 

 

3. Notice to the public will be posted at public locations and placed in the periodicals within 

the Oceano boundary lines as described above in Article III, section 1, as long as the 

periodical would accept such notice free of any charge. The notice will state the time, 

place, date and the agenda of the meeting. Additionally, notice to the public will be 

posted on the OAC website (www.oceanoadvisorycouncil.org) and at the Oceano 

Community Services District. The OAC will make best efforts to provide notice at least 

72 hours in advance of any meeting. 

 

4. A quorum will consist of a majority of the OAC members serving at any given time. 

 

5. Special meetings may be called by the Chairperson and will be called at the request of 

two or more members. The OAC will make best efforts to provide notice at least 24 hours 

in advance of any special meeting. 

 

6. All meetings, whether special or regular, are open to the public, and the public may bring 

matters to the attention of the OAC. No decisions will be made by the OAC unless the 

matter is on the agenda.  

 

7. The OAC is bound by the rules of procedure and protocol found in the most recent 

version of the “Rosenberg’s Rules of Order” and the most current version of the SLO 

County Community Advisory Council Handbook, except where they may differ from the 

Bylaws herein adopted.  

 

ARTICLE VIII: Duties of Member and Officers 

 

1. Duties of all Council members will include, but not be limited to, the following: 

 

a) When representing the Council, OAC members will advocate and advance those 

views which have been officially adopted by the majority of the Council, 

including in correspondence from the Council on Council letterhead; 

 

b) Read, understand, and abide by the OAC Bylaws and the San Luis Obispo County 

Community Advisory Council Handbook; 

 

c) Transact necessary business consistent with the OAC purposes; 

 

d) Authorize the payment of routine organizational bills within the limits of the OAC 

budget; 

 

e) Create and approve standing committees, ad hoc committees, and task forces; 

 

f) Fill vacancies on the OAC; 
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g) Review and approve written minutes; and 

 

h) Read all material submitted to the Council prior to meetings. 

 

2. The Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer, in succession, will preside 

over the meetings. If an officer is not available, then an alternative member of the OAC 

will preside accordingly.  

 

3. The Chairperson (or designee) will represent the Council at other public meetings.    

 

4. The Chairperson, or designee authorized by the Council, will sign documents related to 

the business of the Council. 

 

5. The Vice Chairperson will assume the duties of the Chairperson in her or his absence. 

 

6. The Vice Chairperson will be responsible for providing new members with a current 

copy of these Bylaws, the Community Advisory Council handbook, and Rosenberg’s 

Rules of Order pursuant to Article IV, section 3.  

 

7. The Secretary (or designee) will prepare the agenda for the monthly meetings and any 

correspondence relating to the business of the Council. The Secretary (or designee) will 

also submit the comments regarding the referrals or other items for consideration to: the 

County of San Luis Obispo Board of Supervisors; County Planning Commission or 

relevant County departments; and other interested parties. All Council approved 

correspondence regarding recommendations will be posted to the OAC website.  

 

8. The Recording Secretary, who need not be a member of the Council, will take, transcribe, 

and record the minutes of the meeting. If there is no Recording Secretary, the Secretary 

(or designee) will fulfill these duties. 

 

9. The Treasurer will keep a record of all monies raised and spent by the OAC and may 

make recommendations as to spending.  

 

10. The Treasurer will prepare a draft budget upon request by the OAC and/or in association 

with a funding request to the County. 

 

ARTICLE IX: Basic Policies  

 

1. The OAC will be noncommercial, nonsectarian, and nonpartisan.  

 

2. The name or names of the members in their official capacities will not be used to endorse 

or promote commercial concerns for any purpose not appropriately related to promotion 

of the purposes of the Council. 
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3. The OAC will not directly or indirectly participate or intervene in any political campaign 

on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office.  

 

4. The OAC may cooperate with other associations, organizations, and/or agencies 

concerned with the OAC’s purposes as stated in Article III.  

 

5. No OAC member will make commitments that bind the Council without OAC approval.  

 

6. No part of the funds of the OAC will benefit or be distributable to its members, other 

private citizens, or organizations. With Council approval, the OAC may pay reasonable 

compensation for services rendered.  

 

7. All funds donated or gifted to the OAC, from any cooperative solicitation, will promptly 

be turned over to the OAC Treasurer for deposit. Organizations or individuals gifting 

funds to the OAC, with restrictions on their use, will provide written instructions for the 

disbursement of such funds if they are not disbursed for their intended purpose prior to 

the dissolution of the OAC.  

 

8. The sale or any commercial use of OAC records, including lists of OAC members, or 

their contact information is strictly prohibited.  

 

9. The OAC will not tolerate any unlawful discrimination or sexual harassment.  

 

ARTICLE X: Conflict of Interest 

 

1. A conflict of interest exists if a financial interest or other opportunities of tangible 

personal benefit may exert a substantial and improper influence upon a Council 

member’s judgment in exercising decision-making. 

 

2. Voting members having a conflict of interest concerning any issue before the Council 

shall declare the nature of their conflict of interest and recuse themselves, moving to sit 

with the general public before discussion begins and staying there until the issue is 

concluded. 

 

3. Voting members, speaking as private citizens, may represent persons or other legal 

entities before the Council, taking only such time as applicants are normally allowed by 

the Chair and not participating in the discussion once the matter is closed to public 

comment. 

 

ARTICLE XI: Finances 

 

1. Any disbursement of funds must be approved by a quorum of the OAC and recorded in 

the minutes of the meeting at which the disbursement was approved with the exception of 

agreements previously approved by the Council and still in effect.  

 

2. Funds for OAC functioning will be provided by the County of San Luis Obispo. 
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3. The OAC will prepare and approve a proposed budget as specified in Article VIII, 

section 10. This budget will be submitted to the County for funding. If the OAC plans to 

establish a budget, it will place notice of the issue on the scheduled agenda. The OAC 

will take into consideration input from the public when establishing a budget.   

 

ARTICLE XII: Special Public Forum 

 

As a service to the community, the OAC may sponsor a special public forum where all 

candidates who are running for a public office are invited to speak, or a nonpartisan 

organization, or a balance of partisan organizations, is invited to speak on ballot issues. Such 

forums will be placed on the agenda with proper notice so that the public may be informed. 

The OAC will not directly or indirectly participate or intervene in any political campaign on 

behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office.  

 

ARTICLE XIII: Amendments 

 

1. Amendments to these Bylaws may be made only at a regular meeting of the OAC at 

which a quorum is present. Any amendment(s) will be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) 

vote of the quorum and a majority of the OAC Members.  

 

2. In order to be considered, the proposed amendment must have been presented to the 

Council at a prior meeting.  

 
These are the Bylaws of the OAC and are accepted as such on this date:  

June 19, 2019 


